Platypnea related to constrictive pericarditis.
Platypnea is the rare symptom of dyspnea in the upright position, which is relieved by assumption of the recumbent position. This symptom has been previously described in association with several conditions, but never with constrictive pericarditis. The authors report the case of a patient with constrictive pericarditis and severe platypnea, which resolved after pericardiectomy.